
Resources in Mathematics: 
Adjusting the Curriculum 

STRATEGY EXAMPLE 

(Envisions, Grade 3)

REARRANGE LESSON COMPONENTS

Stay focused on the lesson objective! 
Refer back to the objective with every decision to ensure 

you are staying on target. 

consider starting with a story problem 
from the end of the lesson to help 

student connect conceptually before 
introducing procedures

(Drake et al., 2015) 

DIFFERENTIATE WHILE MAINTAINING 
THE COGNITIVE DEMAND AND 

MATHEMATICAL GOALS OF THE LESSON 

adjust numbers in the task or provide 
number choices

MAKE AUTHENTIC CONNECTIONS 

change the context of the story 
problem to connect meaningfully to 

students’ lives

(Aguirre, 2015, NCTM)

(Strategies from Drake et al., 2015)


