
Resources in Mathematics: 
Peer Assisted Learning 
Strategies (PALS) 

       Structured Peer Tutoring Intervention: 

What is PALS? 
• PALS is a peer-tutoring program in which students work together (usually in 
pairs) and perform a structured set of activities in reading or math for the pur-
pose of practicing and mastering academic skills and concepts. 

• Teachers create student pairs based on individual needs of the students. Teach-
ers are “managers”“managers” of the intervention.

o Two Parts of PALS Math Lessons
o Minimum of 30 minutes, twice per week
o One of the students in the pair plays the role of coach, and the other plays the 
rules of player.
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Applied example on adding fraction with like denominators
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Steps for Coaching Activity Implementation: 

1. The coach tutors on row 1 of problems using Coaching Question Sheet 1. The coach tutors on row 1 of problems using Coaching Question Sheet 
to guide the player and check the accuracy of the players’s response on hte to guide the player and check the accuracy of the players’s response on hte 
Coaching Question Sheet. Coaching Question Sheet. 

2. The player self-talks through each problem on row 2 while the coach provides 2. The player self-talks through each problem on row 2 while the coach provides 
corrective feedback. corrective feedback. 

3. Then, the pair exchanges roles and repeat the previous 2 steps on row 3 and 4 of 3. Then, the pair exchanges roles and repeat the previous 2 steps on row 3 and 4 of 
problems. problems. 
(‘Stop’ sign or ‘flag’ sign can be used in Coaching Sheet to alert students when to (‘Stop’ sign or ‘flag’ sign can be used in Coaching Sheet to alert students when to 
shift activities at the end of each row. shift activities at the end of each row. 

4. The coach score the problem the player solved through self talks. 4. The coach score the problem the player solved through self talks. 

Resources: 
The Fuchs Research Group At Vanderbilt University (https://frg.vkcsites.org/
what-is-pals/)
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