
 

The ShMUz 

SMU Jewish Studies Update 

From the Director 

The work of Jewish Studies is more urgent than ever. With  

antisemitic incidents continuing to rise on college campuses 

from 47 in 2014, to 90 in 2015, to 108 in 2016 (ADL), teach-

ing students to understand and appreciate Judaism, Jewish 

culture, and the Jewish State is an imperative.  

Students in The History of Antisemitism course researched 

the explosion of antisemitic material on the internet, which 

they found to be the fastest growing platform for dissemina-

tion and recruitment. They discovered that many of these 

sites are hosted in the U.S. and some Eastern European coun-

tries due to lax or no restrictions on hate speech. 

Jewish Studies continues to attract students of all backgrounds 

who are interested in expanding their cultural knowledge. 

One group joined Dr. Mark Chancey and myself on an Israel 

Study Trip in January to learn about the land considered 

holy by three religious traditions. The students kept journals 

and wrote final papers relating what they saw and learned on 

the trip to the contemporary geo-political context. Jewish 

Studies is deeply grateful to the donors who made it possible 

for students to receive need-based scholarships. 

The Fall Nate and and Ann Levine Lecture welcomed 

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin, who spoke on “The 50 Best Jewish 

Jokes and What They Show About the Human Condition.” 

The Spring Levine Lecture was delivered by Director of the 

Hadassah Center of Brandeis University, Dr. Sylvia Barack 

Fishman, who spoke about new issues confronting the con-

temporary American Jewish Family at the second annual One 

Day Jewish University, Feb. 26, which welcomed four 

more SMU professors to the program.  

SMUJS hosted the fourth annual celebration of Judeo-

Spanish culture the week of Jan. 20-29 with lectures by 

Profs. Maya Soifer-Irish of Rice University and David Blumen-

thal of Emory University and a special exhibit of Salvador Da-

li’s Aliyah series.  

With your support, SMU Jewish Studies continues to grow. 

We look forward to another year of providing an excellent 

academic curriculum as well as outstanding co-curricular pro-

grams to the entire DFW community. I wish you and your 

family a safe and rejuvenating summer. 

Shira Lander, PhD 

Director 

AY 2017-2018 v. 5 

Trish Weisberg, BBA Real Estate 

Finance  

Raised in Charleston, WV, Trish served 

as Co-President of Hillel of Dallas for 

two years and as Vice President of 

Chapter Development for her sorority 

Tri Delta. She was a reading mentor and volunteer at New 

Horizons, which provides a safe afterschool learning communi-

ty for at-risk children and teens growing up in environments 

of poverty, academic failure, and hopelessness. Trish was a 

Hunt Leadership Scholar and one of the Chaplain's Faith and 

Learning Scholars, which gives qualified students the opportuni-

ty to integrate their studies with their faith through weekly 

service activity, small group interaction with faculty mentors 

and individual reading and reflection. She also interned at the 

George W. Bush Institute. For Trish, the Jewish Studies pro-

gram has broadened her understanding of Judaism, as well as 

expanded her continued love for her religion.    

Patricia Nance, BS Chemistry, 

BA Mathematics 

Patricia was named a 2016-17 Barry 

Goldwater Scholar to support her work 

on polymers for breast implants to re-

duce infections for women who get re-

constructive surgery after breast cancer. 

She is a member of Phi Beta Kappa honor society, the SMU 

Chemistry Society, and SMU Women in Science and Engineer-

ing, which engages fourth and fifth grade girls in fun science 

and engineering activities. She was awarded SMU's Harold 

Jeskey, Lazenby and BRITE scholarships, and was a Hamilton 

Undergraduate Research Scholar. She also received the 

Chemistry Department's POLYED Organic Chemistry Award 

for outstanding performance in organic chemistry. Patricia 

found that the Jewish Studies program enriched and deepened 

her curiosity about Judaism. About her experience on SMU-in

-Israel she wrote: “I once thought that this trip would elevate 

my understanding of Jewish history, but at the close of our 

journey I realize that it was integral to it.” 

Student Spotlight 
2017 JEWISH STUDIES MINORS 

This year’s lecture series 
began with Chef Tina 
Wasserman, who lectured 
on “Beyond Bagels and 
Brisket: A Tour of Jewish 
Food” in which she led the 
audience through a tour of 
Jewish culinary history, 
including the Jewish roots of British Fish ‘n Chips and the 
Jewish connection to spice trade and the cacao industry.  
 
Together with the Perkins School of Theology, SMUJS 
welcomed AJ Levine, University Professor of New 
Testament and Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity School 
and College of Arts and Sciences for a workshop on 
“Misunderstanding Judaism = Misunderstanding Jesus.” Prof. 
Levine demonstrated that Jesus and his first followers were 
Jews, grounded in Jewish Scripture, Jewish ethics, Jewish 
theology, and Jewish hopes, arguing that to ignore this 
Jewish context is to misunderstand Jesus—and, too often, 
to reinforce anti-Jewish views.  
 
The final lecture of the year brought Mark Kreditor 
presented his piano performance and talk, “Jews, Pews and 
Blues: Synagogue Influence on the 20th century American 
Popular Song” in which he traced the origins of how 
religious music, specifically cantorial modes, found their 
place in the American Musical Theater through songwriters 
descended from cantors, religious leaders of synagogue 
music. This Jewish cantorial perspective sheds light on the 
20th century American song tradition, 70% of whose hit 
standards were composed by Jewish songwriters.  
To hear a clip of the presentation, click HERE. 

Mark Chancey was awarded a prestigious Guggenheim fellowship to continue work on his next monograph, The Good Book as 
Textbook: Teaching about the Bible in American Public Schools. His article “Religious Instruction, Public Education, and The Dallas High 
Schools Bible Study Course (1923–1985)” was published in the March volume of Church History.  

Jeffrey Engel edited When Life Strikes the President: Scandal, Death and Illness in the White House with Thomas J. Knock, published 
by Oxford University Press, and authored When the World Seemed New: George H.W. Bush and End of the Cold War, published by 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, which uses previously classified documents and dozens of interviews with key policymakers to pro-
duce the untold story of how George H. W. Bush faced a critical turning point of history. 

Erin Hochman published Imagining a Greater Germany: Republican Nationalism and the Idea of Anschluss with Cornell University 
Press, which investigates questions of state- and nation-building in interwar Central Europe and demonstrates that the triumph of 
Nazi ideas about nationalism and politics was far from inevitable.  

Shira Lander published Ritual Sites and Religious Rivalries in Late Roman North Africa with Cambridge University Press, which 
charts how religious antagonists targeted worship sites to exert their supremacy, and was elected chair of the North Texas Council 
of Jewish Studies Professors and the Early Jewish-Christian Relations section of the Society of Biblical Literature. 

Martha Satz delivered the paper “You are my real mother.  I will never belong: Questions of Family in the Israeli Documentary 
Probation Time” at the American Society for Adoption and Culture Meeting and served as a respondent for the Association for 
Jewish Studies Meeting panel on “Funny Girls: the Subversive Humor of Jewish Women.” 

 

Lunch Lectures Feature Local 
Talent 

SMUJS Faculty Highlights 

 

Sylvia Fishman Advises Jewish Institutions on Modern Jewish Families 

After profiling how the current American Jewish Family has changed since the 
20th century, Prof. Fishman warned her audience that Jewish Institutions that 
continue conducting “business as usual” and ignore the transformations that 
have occurred in the past two decades will fail. She observed the following 
increases among Jewish families: 
 

•Cohabitation 
•Later marriage  
•Single motherhood  
•Openly LGBTQ 
•Infertility issues 
•Women working throughout their adult lives 
•Two jobs necessity 
•“Sandwich” middle-aged adults 
•Low divorce rates among highly educated, high achieving couples with children 
•Intermarried families living Jewishly 
•Role of women in Jewish public arena 
 

Fishman noted that synagogues, Jewish schools, JCCs, and other Jewish institutions need to respond to these changes to remain 
relevant in the 21st century. 

Jewish Studies  
PO Box 750202 
Dallas, TX 75275 

214-768-2157 
jewishstudies@smu.edu 

smu.edu/jewishstudiesprogram 

While supplies last! SMU Jewish Studies 

T-Shirt with Hebrew spelling of S-M-U 

Click here to order your 

 T-Shirt today! 

Mark your calendar: 

Wednesday, October 18, 2017  7:30 pm 

23rd Levine Lecture in Jewish Studies 

Prof. Christine Hayes 

Yale University 

Sunday, February 25, 2018   1:30-5:30 pm 

24th Levine Lecture in Jewish Studies and the  

 

SMU-in-Israel Reflections 

Students spent ten 
activity-packed days 
with Drs. Chancey and 
Lander in Israel, visiting 
and studying ancient 
historical and religious 
sites that are central to 
the Jewish, Christian, 
and Muslim stories. 
They explored notions 

of “holy land” and the importance of geography and 
archaeology to modern religious identities, discussed 
contemporary Israeli life with peers at Ben Gurion 
University of the Negev, and observed a wide variety of 
religious worship. Here are some of their responses: 
 
"Standing at ruins from two thousand years ago was a 
reminder of how small I am, and learning about the culture 
and tension in Israel taught me the importance of gratitude 
for all that I have in my life. This trip was life changing." 
 
"This trip helped me broaden my own views of spirituality 
and gave me new perspectives on religion and tradition that I 
hope I can use to become a more understanding and 
accepting person" 
 
"Jerusalem was very moving for me personally because it 
brought me closer to my religion. The friendships I made 
with people in the class will be unforgettable. Honestly the 
entire trip was a highlight because each excursion taught me 
a little bit more about myself and my culture." 
 
"My favorite place was likely Jerusalem. The city was 
beautiful and felt full of life and the archaeology was 
fascinating. It was also incredible to see various religions 
living side by side in a place considered so contentious." 

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin, one of America’s leading Jewish public intellectuals, at-

tracted an overflow crowd of more than 200 people, regaling the audience with 

classic Jewish jokes and offering his analysis of them--how they work (or don't) 

as humor, what experiences they reflect, and when and where they should (or 

shouldn't) be told. Some jokes were “insider” humor, while others were more 

appropriate for a general audience. Some jokes have a limited shelf life, while 

others last forever. Many Jewish jokes are self-deprecating and serve as a kind of 

critique and teshuvah for the Jewish community. McCord Auditorium resounded 

with peals of laughter and the occasional groans, and the Q&A elicited a lively 

exchange between speaker and students. In the words of one of the students, "I 

really enjoyed Rabbi Telushkin... I'm planning to incorporate what he said into my [class] presentation [on Annie Hall]."  

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin Explores Jewish Humor 

https://youtu.be/iAdrF2-X8rU
http://www.smu.edu/Dedman/academics/programs/jewishstudies
https://secure.touchnet.net/C21403_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?PRODUCTID=124&SINGLESTORE=true
https://secure.touchnet.net/C21403_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?PRODUCTID=124&SINGLESTORE=true
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Fishman noted that synagogues, Jewish schools, JCCs, and other Jewish institutions need to respond to these changes to remain 
relevant in the 21st century. 
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T-Shirt with Hebrew spelling of S-M-U 
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 T-Shirt today! 

Mark your calendar: 

Wednesday, October 18, 2017  7:30 pm 

23rd Levine Lecture in Jewish Studies 

Prof. Christine Hayes 

Yale University 

Sunday, February 25, 2018   1:30-5:30 pm 

24th Levine Lecture in Jewish Studies and the  

 

SMU-in-Israel Reflections 

Students spent ten 
activity-packed days 
with Drs. Chancey and 
Lander in Israel, visiting 
and studying ancient 
historical and religious 
sites that are central to 
the Jewish, Christian, 
and Muslim stories. 
They explored notions 

of “holy land” and the importance of geography and 
archaeology to modern religious identities, discussed 
contemporary Israeli life with peers at Ben Gurion 
University of the Negev, and observed a wide variety of 
religious worship. Here are some of their responses: 
 
"Standing at ruins from two thousand years ago was a 
reminder of how small I am, and learning about the culture 
and tension in Israel taught me the importance of gratitude 
for all that I have in my life. This trip was life changing." 
 
"This trip helped me broaden my own views of spirituality 
and gave me new perspectives on religion and tradition that I 
hope I can use to become a more understanding and 
accepting person" 
 
"Jerusalem was very moving for me personally because it 
brought me closer to my religion. The friendships I made 
with people in the class will be unforgettable. Honestly the 
entire trip was a highlight because each excursion taught me 
a little bit more about myself and my culture." 
 
"My favorite place was likely Jerusalem. The city was 
beautiful and felt full of life and the archaeology was 
fascinating. It was also incredible to see various religions 
living side by side in a place considered so contentious." 

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin, one of America’s leading Jewish public intellectuals, at-

tracted an overflow crowd of more than 200 people, regaling the audience with 

classic Jewish jokes and offering his analysis of them--how they work (or don't) 

as humor, what experiences they reflect, and when and where they should (or 

shouldn't) be told. Some jokes were “insider” humor, while others were more 

appropriate for a general audience. Some jokes have a limited shelf life, while 

others last forever. Many Jewish jokes are self-deprecating and serve as a kind of 

critique and teshuvah for the Jewish community. McCord Auditorium resounded 

with peals of laughter and the occasional groans, and the Q&A elicited a lively 

exchange between speaker and students. In the words of one of the students, "I 

really enjoyed Rabbi Telushkin... I'm planning to incorporate what he said into my [class] presentation [on Annie Hall]."  

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin Explores Jewish Humor 

https://youtu.be/iAdrF2-X8rU
http://www.smu.edu/Dedman/academics/programs/jewishstudies
https://secure.touchnet.net/C21403_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?PRODUCTID=124&SINGLESTORE=true
https://secure.touchnet.net/C21403_ustores/web/product_detail.jsp?PRODUCTID=124&SINGLESTORE=true
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SMU Jewish Studies Update 

From the Director 

The work of Jewish Studies is more urgent than ever. With  

antisemitic incidents continuing to rise on college campuses 

from 47 in 2014, to 90 in 2015, to 108 in 2016 (ADL), teach-

ing students to understand and appreciate Judaism, Jewish 

culture, and the Jewish State is an imperative.  

Students in The History of Antisemitism course researched 

the explosion of antisemitic material on the internet, which 

they found to be the fastest growing platform for dissemina-

tion and recruitment. They discovered that many of these 

sites are hosted in the U.S. and some Eastern European coun-

tries due to lax or no restrictions on hate speech. 

Jewish Studies continues to attract students of all backgrounds 

who are interested in expanding their cultural knowledge. 

One group joined Dr. Mark Chancey and myself on an Israel 

Study Trip in January to learn about the land considered 

holy by three religious traditions. The students kept journals 

and wrote final papers relating what they saw and learned on 

the trip to the contemporary geo-political context. Jewish 

Studies is deeply grateful to the donors who made it possible 

for students to receive need-based scholarships. 

The Fall Nate and and Ann Levine Lecture welcomed 

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin, who spoke on “The 50 Best Jewish 

Jokes and What They Show About the Human Condition.” 

The Spring Levine Lecture was delivered by Director of the 

Hadassah Center of Brandeis University, Dr. Sylvia Barack 

Fishman, who spoke about new issues confronting the con-

temporary American Jewish Family at the second annual One 

Day Jewish University, Feb. 26, which welcomed four 

more SMU professors to the program.  

SMUJS hosted the fourth annual celebration of Judeo-

Spanish culture the week of Jan. 20-29 with lectures by 

Profs. Maya Soifer-Irish of Rice University and David Blumen-

thal of Emory University and a special exhibit of Salvador Da-

li’s Aliyah series.  

With your support, SMU Jewish Studies continues to grow. 

We look forward to another year of providing an excellent 

academic curriculum as well as outstanding co-curricular pro-

grams to the entire DFW community. I wish you and your 

family a safe and rejuvenating summer. 

Shira Lander, PhD 

Director 
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Trish Weisberg, BBA Real Estate 

Finance  

Raised in Charleston, WV, Trish served 

as Co-President of Hillel of Dallas for 

two years and as Vice President of 

Chapter Development for her sorority 

Tri Delta. She was a reading mentor and volunteer at New 

Horizons, which provides a safe afterschool learning communi-

ty for at-risk children and teens growing up in environments 

of poverty, academic failure, and hopelessness. Trish was a 

Hunt Leadership Scholar and one of the Chaplain's Faith and 

Learning Scholars, which gives qualified students the opportuni-

ty to integrate their studies with their faith through weekly 

service activity, small group interaction with faculty mentors 

and individual reading and reflection. She also interned at the 

George W. Bush Institute. For Trish, the Jewish Studies pro-

gram has broadened her understanding of Judaism, as well as 

expanded her continued love for her religion.    

Patricia Nance, BS Chemistry, 

BA Mathematics 

Patricia was named a 2016-17 Barry 

Goldwater Scholar to support her work 

on polymers for breast implants to re-

duce infections for women who get re-

constructive surgery after breast cancer. 

She is a member of Phi Beta Kappa honor society, the SMU 

Chemistry Society, and SMU Women in Science and Engineer-

ing, which engages fourth and fifth grade girls in fun science 

and engineering activities. She was awarded SMU's Harold 

Jeskey, Lazenby and BRITE scholarships, and was a Hamilton 

Undergraduate Research Scholar. She also received the 

Chemistry Department's POLYED Organic Chemistry Award 

for outstanding performance in organic chemistry. Patricia 

found that the Jewish Studies program enriched and deepened 

her curiosity about Judaism. About her experience on SMU-in

-Israel she wrote: “I once thought that this trip would elevate 

my understanding of Jewish history, but at the close of our 

journey I realize that it was integral to it.” 

Student Spotlight 
2017 JEWISH STUDIES MINORS 

This year’s lecture series 
began with Chef Tina 
Wasserman, who lectured 
on “Beyond Bagels and 
Brisket: A Tour of Jewish 
Food” in which she led the 
audience through a tour of 
Jewish culinary history, 
including the Jewish roots of British Fish ‘n Chips and the 
Jewish connection to spice trade and the cacao industry.  
 
Together with the Perkins School of Theology, SMUJS 
welcomed AJ Levine, University Professor of New 
Testament and Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity School 
and College of Arts and Sciences for a workshop on 
“Misunderstanding Judaism = Misunderstanding Jesus.” Prof. 
Levine demonstrated that Jesus and his first followers were 
Jews, grounded in Jewish Scripture, Jewish ethics, Jewish 
theology, and Jewish hopes, arguing that to ignore this 
Jewish context is to misunderstand Jesus—and, too often, 
to reinforce anti-Jewish views.  
 
The final lecture of the year brought Mark Kreditor 
presented his piano performance and talk, “Jews, Pews and 
Blues: Synagogue Influence on the 20th century American 
Popular Song” in which he traced the origins of how 
religious music, specifically cantorial modes, found their 
place in the American Musical Theater through songwriters 
descended from cantors, religious leaders of synagogue 
music. This Jewish cantorial perspective sheds light on the 
20th century American song tradition, 70% of whose hit 
standards were composed by Jewish songwriters.  
To hear a clip of the presentation, click HERE. 

Mark Chancey was awarded a prestigious Guggenheim fellowship to continue work on his next monograph, The Good Book as 
Textbook: Teaching about the Bible in American Public Schools. His article “Religious Instruction, Public Education, and The Dallas High 
Schools Bible Study Course (1923–1985)” was published in the March volume of Church History.  

Jeffrey Engel edited When Life Strikes the President: Scandal, Death and Illness in the White House with Thomas J. Knock, published 
by Oxford University Press, and authored When the World Seemed New: George H.W. Bush and End of the Cold War, published by 
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, which uses previously classified documents and dozens of interviews with key policymakers to pro-
duce the untold story of how George H. W. Bush faced a critical turning point of history. 

Erin Hochman published Imagining a Greater Germany: Republican Nationalism and the Idea of Anschluss with Cornell University 
Press, which investigates questions of state- and nation-building in interwar Central Europe and demonstrates that the triumph of 
Nazi ideas about nationalism and politics was far from inevitable.  

Shira Lander published Ritual Sites and Religious Rivalries in Late Roman North Africa with Cambridge University Press, which 
charts how religious antagonists targeted worship sites to exert their supremacy, and was elected chair of the North Texas Council 
of Jewish Studies Professors and the Early Jewish-Christian Relations section of the Society of Biblical Literature. 

Martha Satz delivered the paper “You are my real mother.  I will never belong: Questions of Family in the Israeli Documentary 
Probation Time” at the American Society for Adoption and Culture Meeting and served as a respondent for the Association for 
Jewish Studies Meeting panel on “Funny Girls: the Subversive Humor of Jewish Women.” 

 

Lunch Lectures Feature Local 
Talent 

SMUJS Faculty Highlights 

 

Sylvia Fishman Advises Jewish Institutions on Modern Jewish Families 

After profiling how the current American Jewish Family has changed since the 
20th century, Prof. Fishman warned her audience that Jewish Institutions that 
continue conducting “business as usual” and ignore the transformations that 
have occurred in the past two decades will fail. She observed the following 
increases among Jewish families: 
 

•Cohabitation 
•Later marriage  
•Single motherhood  
•Openly LGBTQ 
•Infertility issues 
•Women working throughout their adult lives 
•Two jobs necessity 
•“Sandwich” middle-aged adults 
•Low divorce rates among highly educated, high achieving couples with children 
•Intermarried families living Jewishly 
•Role of women in Jewish public arena 
 

Fishman noted that synagogues, Jewish schools, JCCs, and other Jewish institutions need to respond to these changes to remain 
relevant in the 21st century. 
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SMU-in-Israel Reflections 

Students spent ten 
activity-packed days 
with Drs. Chancey and 
Lander in Israel, visiting 
and studying ancient 
historical and religious 
sites that are central to 
the Jewish, Christian, 
and Muslim stories. 
They explored notions 

of “holy land” and the importance of geography and 
archaeology to modern religious identities, discussed 
contemporary Israeli life with peers at Ben Gurion 
University of the Negev, and observed a wide variety of 
religious worship. Here are some of their responses: 
 
"Standing at ruins from two thousand years ago was a 
reminder of how small I am, and learning about the culture 
and tension in Israel taught me the importance of gratitude 
for all that I have in my life. This trip was life changing." 
 
"This trip helped me broaden my own views of spirituality 
and gave me new perspectives on religion and tradition that I 
hope I can use to become a more understanding and 
accepting person" 
 
"Jerusalem was very moving for me personally because it 
brought me closer to my religion. The friendships I made 
with people in the class will be unforgettable. Honestly the 
entire trip was a highlight because each excursion taught me 
a little bit more about myself and my culture." 
 
"My favorite place was likely Jerusalem. The city was 
beautiful and felt full of life and the archaeology was 
fascinating. It was also incredible to see various religions 
living side by side in a place considered so contentious." 

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin, one of America’s leading Jewish public intellectuals, at-

tracted an overflow crowd of more than 200 people, regaling the audience with 

classic Jewish jokes and offering his analysis of them--how they work (or don't) 

as humor, what experiences they reflect, and when and where they should (or 

shouldn't) be told. Some jokes were “insider” humor, while others were more 

appropriate for a general audience. Some jokes have a limited shelf life, while 

others last forever. Many Jewish jokes are self-deprecating and serve as a kind of 

critique and teshuvah for the Jewish community. McCord Auditorium resounded 

with peals of laughter and the occasional groans, and the Q&A elicited a lively 

exchange between speaker and students. In the words of one of the students, "I 

really enjoyed Rabbi Telushkin... I'm planning to incorporate what he said into my [class] presentation [on Annie Hall]."  
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