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From the Director 

The landscape of higher education is rapid-

ly shifting in ways that have profound con-

sequences for Jewish Studies, a field locat-

ed in the humanities. Economic constraints 

pressure undergraduates to major in areas 

they think will ensure financial stability and 

success. There is a prevalent perception 

that undergraduate degrees in business and 

STEM fields will pave the way to a bright future. I have spoken 

to many business owners and CEOs, and they all agree that 

the most important qualification for future employment  is 

knowing how to think critically and problem-solve within a 

complex, multi-cultural, and global environment. 

Fortunately for Jewish Studies, SMU’s distribution 

requirements mandate that students take courses that expand 

their cultural knowledge and equip them with the skills 

required to work in a diverse world. This helps to explain 

why over 500 students took Jewish Studies courses this year. 

Others are interested in better understanding Jews and 

Judaism to inform their own self-understanding. As Trish 

Weisberg  ‘17 commented in an interview with SMU’s school 

Jewish December 8, 2015, The Daily C ampus (newspaper, 

“I’ve really enjoyed it. It’s : )Studies is officially a Minor

enhanced all parts of who I am.”  

Like Trish, a handful of those 500 become so intrigued by 

Jewish history, culture, and religion that they choose to earn a 

minor in the field by taking five courses in Jewish Studies. This 

Spring, Jewish Studies will graduate its first minor, Robyn 

Langley. Three more students are working towards the mi-

nor for 2017. Although these numbers represent only a frac-

tion of those enrolled in Jewish Studies courses, the commit-

ment demonstrated by these students shows that they believe 

their undergraduate education to be enriched and deepened 

by this path of study.  
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Robyn Ann Langley was born in Miami, FL and moved to Boca 

Raton when she was just four years old. She enrolled in the 

Jewish Community Center preschool and has continued her 

involvement in the community ever since. She attended He-

brew school at Congregation B’nai Israel and was confirmed in 

10th grade. She continued working at B'nai Israel as a madricha 

(teacher’s assistant) and was part of the synagogue's Senior 

Youth Group (BISY, a National Federation of Temple Youth 

affiliate). She has been involved with many Jewish organiza-

tions, such as Ruth Rales Jewish Family Services, JAFCO-

Jewish Adoption and Family Care Options, and the Otzar Pro-

gram for Special Needs. She most enjoyed working as the lead 

art and design volunteer for the Otzar Special Needs Sunday 

school. Her study of religion continued at SMU, where she 

earned a minor in both Jewish Studies and Art. A talented 

artist and designer, Robyn majored in Fashion Media at the 

Meadows School of the Arts. She also wrote for the Daily 

Campus newspaper. Robyn chose Jewish Studies because, in 

her words, “It gives a broader perspective; if you’re Jewish or 

not, you can really [gear] 

towards what you’re inter-

ested in and learn about 

something you don’t 

know.” Robyn’s deepened 

Jewish knowledge has pre-

pared her to continue her 

leadership in the Jewish 

community and to serve as 

an able ambassador for 

Judaism in the world at 

large. 

Student Spotlight 
ROBYN LANGLEY ’16, JEWISH STUDIES MINOR 

This  year’s celebration of Judeo-

Spanish culture featured the 

documentary film about world-

renowned expert on Sephardic 

music Flory Jagoda, Flory’s Flame, 

and a concert of Ladino and 

Sephardic music by the group 

featured in the film, Trio Sefardi 

(concert video here). The leading 

expert on Ladino and Linguistics, 

Prof. Bryan Kirschen, from 

Binghamton University lectured 

on whether Ladino needed 

rescuing (yes), and SMU historian 

Trio Sefardi performs in Caruth Auditorium

This coming January term 2017, fifteen SMU 
students will have the opportunity to travel 
to Israel and study “Religious and Social 
Meanings of the Holy Land” with Profs. 
Mark Chancey and Shira Lander. The twelve
-day intensive seminar will tour sites 
throughout Israel, including where the 
professors have personally excavated. 
Students must submit an application and 
interview for the 3-credit course, making 
admission to the class highly selective. This 
is the first time that SMU has offered a 
travel study course to Israel, representing 
the University’s staunch commitment to 
Jewish Studies. 

Dr. Sabri Ateş published “General Introduction” with Djene 
R. Bajalan to Records of the Kurds: Territory, Revolts and National-
ism, 1831-1979, (12 volumes), Cambridge Archive Editions.   

The retirement of Dr. Janis Bergman-Carton, Associate 
professor of Art History and specialist in French urban mo-
dernity, was celebrated with performances by students and 
relatives, and a tribute delivered by Meadows dean, Dr. Sam 
Holland. 

Dr. Mark Chancey was awarded a prestigious Gerald J. Ford 
Research Fellowship, and lectured at Trinity University, the 
University of Chicago, and Dedman College Dean's Research 
Council on “The Constitutional Conundrum of Teaching 
‘Bible History’ in American Public Schools,” “Archaeology of 
Galilee, the Gospel of John, and the ‘Judean’/‘Jew’ Translation 
Debate,” and “Studying the Bible in Texas Public Schools: The 
First Hundred Years.” 

Dr. Shira Lander will receive an honorary degree from the 
Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion for 25 
years of service to the profession. She was awarded a fellow-
ship to study at the Summer Institute for Israel Studies at 
Schusterman Center of Brandeis University, and her article, 
“The Role of the Religious Voice in the 21st Century—A Jew-
ish Perspective,” was published in Religious Identity and Renewal 
in the Twenty-First Century: Jewish, Christian and Muslim Explora-
tions, ed. Simone Sinn and Michael Reid Trice, Evangelische 
Verlagsanstalt. 

1
st
 Israel Study Trip Approved 

SMUJS Faculty Highlights 

 

Levine Lecturer Prof. Eisen Hopeful 
about American Jewish Future 

When Professor of Jewish 
thought, Arnold Eisen, was 
appointed chancellor of 
the Jewish Theological 
Seminary in 2007, he was 
the first non-rabbinical 
Conservative Jew to hold 
the position since Johns 
Hopkins-educated 
Semiticist, Cyrus Adler. In 
addition to being a scholar 
in Jewish thought, Eisen is 
also a trained sociologist. 
This distinctive 
combination of academic 

disciplines uniquely equips him to head the venerable 
institution that prepares future leaders of North American 
Jewry. The evening’s talk was both scholarly and urgently 
relevant. Analyzing the Pew Research Center’s “Religious 
Landscape Study,” Eisen interpreted the category of “none” 
to describe those who do not identify with a particular 
religion, as more fluid than it might appear. His vision of 
America’s future rejects the gloomy scenarios about 
Conservative Judaism often touted by surveys and 
specialists. Nor does he accept demographic projections 
that predict next generation’s Jews to be overwhelmed by 
Orthodoxy. Eisen repudiates the claim that declining 
synagogue affiliation correlates with weakening religious 
commitment; on the contrary, he points to the prevalence 
of individual ritual practice and participation in other Jewish 
groups usually ignored by institutional polling as a sign that 
American Judaism is indeed flourishing. 21st-century liberal 
Judaism will undoubtedly look different than that of the 
previous century, he argues, but it will not fail and 
disappear. Rather, Eisen predicts that a smaller but more 
vibrant and creative Judaism will emerge. 

SMUJS Welcomes Community 
Advisory Board Members 

SMU’s administration approved the charter for a Jewish 
Studies community advisory board, to convene in Fall 2016. 
We are pleased to welcome the following advisors: 
 
Burton Einspruch, M.D. 

Chairman Emeritus, Ackerman Center for Holocaust Studies, and 

Corporate and Forensic Consultant, Development Board of UTD; Clinical 

Professor of Psychiatry, Southwestern Medical Center; B.A., SMU 

Ken Goldberg 
Past president, JCC Dallas; Chair elect, AIPAC Dallas; Israel Bonds 

National Council Vice Chair; B.B.A. Finance, UT-Austin 

Howard Schultz 
Long-time Supporter of Jewish Education 

Jaynie Schultz 
 M.A., Urban Studies, UT-Arlington 
Ann Levine  
Nate Levine 

Long-time Supporter of the Dallas Jewish Community 

Jim Rosenthal 
B.A., Jewish Education, Brandeis University 

Tina Wasserman 
Jewish Culinary Historian, Author; M.A., Education, NYU  

David Zimmerman 
Athletic Director, Yavneh Academy; B.A., SMU 

Michael Zucker 
President, DSA Marketing, Supporter of Jewish Education 

Jewish Studies  
PO Box 750202 
Dallas, TX 75275 

214-768-2157 
jewishstudies@smu.edu 

smu.edu/jewishstudiesprogram 

Now available: SMU Jewish Studies T-Shirt 

with Hebrew version of S-M-U 

 

Click here to order your 

 T-Shirt today! 

of medieval art, Prof. Danielle 

Joyner, and religious architecture 

scholar, Prof. Shira Lander, 

lectured on “Jewish Treasures of 

Medieval Spain.” The events 

attracted participants from the 

SMU campus community as well 

as the Metroplex and Houston. 

Next year’s program will feature 

Judeo-Spanish foodways (an 

anthropological way to study 

cuisine) and visual art.  

Mark your calendars: Jan. 29-31. 
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